
Jan. 28, 2026 – Michael DeBernardis spoke to Anti-Corruption Report about the past year being a “rollercoaster” for

attorneys who focus their practice on Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) enforcement, specifically given the

impact of the Trump administration’s policies on in-house teams and their defense counsel.

In the article, DeBernardis discussed the disbandment of the U.S. Securities & Exchange Commission’s FCPA Unit,

which had worked with the U.S. Department of Justice and been the primary regulator for smaller cases that relied

on the books-and-records and internal controls provisions of the FCPA and targeted issuers.

“These cases often involved smaller dollar amounts or improper use of gifts and hospitality,” DeBernardis said, and

“are clearly disfavored by the Trump administration,” as indicated by language specifically targeting these types of

cases in the administration’s FCPA executive order. As a result, such cases are unlikely to be an enforcement focus,

“by the SEC or otherwise, moving forward,” he said.

DeBernardis also discussed how the shift in policies, focuses and resources – paired with the DOJ’s insistence that

FCPA enforcement will continue – impacts in-house compliance teams.

“It is a challenging time to be an in-house compliance professional,” DeBernardis said. “While in-house teams must

continue to implement anti-corruption programs, the shifting enforcement priorities are making it difficult to identify

exactly where to place limited compliance resources.”

Lastly, DeBernardis discussed the impact of the enforcement shifts on his practice, which have been minor, while

often including a geographic focus.

“Clients are more concerned with operations in Latin America, whether because of the stated goal to focus FCPA

enforcement on schemes implicating cartels, the broader move to designate certain cartels as Foreign Terrorist

Organizations or just an apparent geopolitical focus shift from the Trump administration to Latin America,”

DeBernardis said.
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Read the article.
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