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August 28, 2018 — Hughes Hubbard earned a signi�cant victory for the Japanese specialty steel industry when

the U.S. International Trade Commission (ITC) ended anti-dumping duties on stainless steel bars from Japan.

On Aug. 24, the ITC voted unanimously to remove the duties on steel bars from Japan, as well as Spain and Brazil,

�nding that lifting the duties would not likely hurt domestic producers in the near future. The ITC, however, voted

to maintain the duties for India.

“As a result of the Commission’s negative determinations, the existing antidumping duty orders on imports of this

product from Brazil, Japan and Spain will be revoked,” the ITC said in a statement.

The ITC’s decision comes under the �ve-year sunset review process that is mandated by the Uruguay Round

Agreements Act. That federal law requires the U.S. Department of Commerce to revoke an anti-dumping duty

order after �ve years unless the Commerce Department determines that dumping is likely to continue or recur

and the ITC makes a determination that material injury is likely to continue or recur. Obtaining victory at just one

agency is enough to obtain revocation, as any anti-dumping order must be supported by �ndings of both

dumping and injury.

Stainless steel bars are characterized by resistance to corrosion and heat. They are widely used for a variety of

familiar products, including tableware, kitchen tools, construction material, electronic devices, medical appliances

and aircraft.

The duties on all four countries have been in place since 1995. Daido Steel Co., Sanyo Special Steel Co. and Aichi

Steel Works retained HHR in June 2017 after being subject for more than 20 years to Commerce’s assessment of a

61.47 percent dumping margin for Japanese steel producers – the highest average duty of the four countries.

Winning revocation in these sunset reviews is di�cult given the political climate on trade, which favors domestic

industry interests. Winning is particularly di�cult in steel cases given the political power of the U.S. steel industry. A

Firm Wins US Anti‑Dumping Case
for Japanese Steelmakers

News & Events | Deals & Matters

Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP • A New York Limited Liability Partnership
One Battery Park Plaza • New York, New York 10004-1482 • +1 (212) 837-6000

Attorney advertising. Readers are advised that prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. No aspect
of this advertisement has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey. For information regarding
the selection process of awards, please visit https://www.hugheshubbard.com/legal-notices-
methodologies.

https://www.hugheshubbard.com/legal-notices-methodologies


Firm Wins US Anti-Dumping Case for Japanese Steelmakers 2/2

victory was possible in this case because the U.S. industry had restructured, in part due to foreign investments,

while demand for stainless bars increased throughout the world, thereby using up more of the foreign mills’

capacity and making them less of a threat to the U.S. industry.

Matt Nicely, Dean Pinkert and Julia Eppard represented the Japanese steelmakers in this matter.
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