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Hughes Hubbard & Reed successfully represented a gay Belizean man in obtaining asylum in the United States on

the basis that he was at risk of persecution in his home country in Central America. The United States Citizenship

and Immigration Services (USCIS) granted the client’s application for asylum on March 26, 2013.

The 24-year old client came to the US in May 2011 to escape persecution he experienced in a Central American

country where homosexuality remains a crime punishable by imprisonment. After receiving the case from

Immigration Equality, Hughes Hubbard attorneys worked with the client to compile evidence documenting the

mistreatment, discrimination and ostracism the client experienced before coming to the US.

In his home country, the client was physically attacked and harassed in school for being perceived as gay; his

teachers and the police turned a blind eye. And after he came out to his family, they disowned him and kicked him

out of his home. Worried for his physical safety if he were forced to return to his country, the client sought asylum

in the US, where he now hopes to live openly and without fear of being persecuted. 

The client was represented by Danny Grossman, Quan Trinh and Chris Wild, who conducted the fact-gathering

interviews and drafted the supporting documents, with supervision from Hagit Elul and assistance from Meaghan

Gragg. After learning that the USCIS had granted his asylum application, the client said that he had been nervous

for weeks and that he could not have obtained asylum without the help of his attorneys.

Related People

Hughes Hubbard Achieves Asylum
for Persecuted Gay Man

News & Events | Pro Bono

Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP • A New York Limited Liability Partnership
One Battery Park Plaza • New York, New York 10004-1482 • +1 (212) 837-6000

Attorney advertising. Readers are advised that prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. No aspect
of this advertisement has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey. For information regarding
the selection process of awards, please visit https://www.hugheshubbard.com/legal-notices-
methodologies.

https://www.hugheshubbard.com/legal-notices-methodologies


Hughes Hubbard Achieves Asylum for Persecuted Gay Man 2/2

Hagit Muriel Elul Meaghan Gragg

https://www.hugheshubbard.com/attorneys/hagitmuriel-elul
https://www.hugheshubbard.com/attorneys/meaghan-gragg

