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October 6, 2022 - An HHR team led by Jim Boykin and Kevin Abiko� helped FaZe Clan, a top-ranked esports and

entertainment organization, win a victory in the Southern District of New York against Adult Use Holdings and Zola

Ventures, venture �rms that were early Series A and Series B investors in the gaming company. The team also

included Malik Havalic, Elizabeth Zhou and Carter Rosekrans.

On September 28, Judge Mary Kay Vyskocil denied Adult Use and Zola’s petition to vacate or modify an August

2021 pre-hearing arbitral award which rejected their claims, and instead granted FaZe Clan’s cross-petition to

con�rm the award. Adult Use and Zola speci�cally claimed that the award exceeded the arbitrator’s authority and

deprived them of a fair opportunity to present evidence, but Judge Vyskocil disagreed, noting, among other

things, that Adult Use and Zola had failed to avail themselves of the opportunity to present evidence and

arguments when they had a chance during the arbitration.

In August 2021, the �rm scored a complete arbitration victory for FaZe Clan when an International Centre for

Dispute Resolution arbitrator issued a partial �nal award dismissing all claims by the two venture �rms, who

sought compensation for introducing the esports company to an investment broker. The award marked a rare

pre-hearing victory on a AAA Rule 33 dispositive motion. Adult Use and Zola initially sought to vacate the decision

in the arbitral proceedings, but the arbitrator rejected the application on procedural grounds, leading to their

federal court challenge.

Related People

HHR Scores Win for FaZe Clan in
SDNY Case

News & Events | Deals & Matters

Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP • A New York Limited Liability Partnership
One Battery Park Plaza • New York, New York 10004-1482 • +1 (212) 837-6000

Attorney advertising. Readers are advised that prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. No aspect
of this advertisement has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey. For information regarding
the selection process of awards, please visit https://www.hugheshubbard.com/legal-notices-
methodologies.

https://www.hugheshubbard.com/news/litigation-wrap-third-quarter-2021
https://www.hugheshubbard.com/legal-notices-methodologies


HHR Scores Win for FaZe Clan in SDNY Case 2/2

Litigation

Kevin T. Abiko� James H. Boykin

Malik Havalic Elizabeth Zhou

Carter Rosekrans

Related Areas of Focus

https://www.hugheshubbard.com/practices/litigation
https://www.hugheshubbard.com/attorneys/kevin-abikoff
https://www.hugheshubbard.com/attorneys/james-boykin
https://www.hugheshubbard.com/attorneys/malik-havalic
https://www.hugheshubbard.com/attorneys/elizabeth-zhou
https://www.hugheshubbard.com/attorneys/carter-rosekrans

