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April 1, 2022 – Earlier this week, an HHR pro bono team led a hearing before the Inter-American Court of Human

Rights (IACtHR) in the case of Brisa De Angulo Losada v. Bolivia, a groundbreaking case on sexual violence in

Bolivia. This case provides the IACtHR with the opportunity to expand and deepen jurisprudence on sexual

violence against children and adolescents, particularly in cases of incest. It began in the Inter-American

Commission of Human Rights over a decade ago and the hearing was the culmination of years of e�ort to hold

the State accountable for its actions. 

At the age of 16, Brisa was repeatedly sexually abused by an older cousin. When she summoned the courage to

report the abuse, she faced hostility and challenges to her character from police, medical o�cers, judges and

other court personnel, who questioned whether she could have been raped because she had such a “strong

personality.” The forensic exam was conducted by a doctor, accompanied by several male students, who forced

Brisa to take o� her clothes and laughed at her when she cried, asking for the examination to stop. The

prosecutor accused Brisa of lying and said she would ruin her family by reporting the rape by an older cousin.

The judge in her case suggested this was a “family matter” and reprimanded Brisa when she began to cry during

her testimony. Her family was threatened, their home was set on �re and attempts were made on their lives while

the State made no attempt to ensure their safety.

The case alleges violations of Brisa’s human rights under the American Convention of Human Rights, to which

Bolivia is a signatory. Bolivia e�ectively denied Brisa justice after she was repeatedly sexually assaulted by an adult

family member and became an active participant in her su�ering by re-victimizing her throughout the process. As

HHR Pro Bono Team Leads
Groundbreaking Human Rights
Case Against Bolivia Before the
Inter‑American Court of Human
Rights

News & Events | Pro Bono

Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP • A New York Limited Liability Partnership
One Battery Park Plaza • New York, New York 10004-1482 • +1 (212) 837-6000

Attorney advertising. Readers are advised that prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. No aspect
of this advertisement has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey. For information regarding
the selection process of awards, please visit https://www.hugheshubbard.com/legal-notices-
methodologies.

By clicking “Accept All Cookies”, you agree to the storing of cookies on your device to enhance site

navigation, analyze site usage, and assist in our marketing e�orts.

https://www.hugheshubbard.com/legal-notices-methodologies


HHR Pro Bono Team Leads Groundbreaking Human Rights Case Against Bolivia Before the Inter-American Court of

Human Rights

2/2

expert Sylvia Mesa Pelu�o testi�ed at the hearing, secondary victimization at the hands of the State can often be as

or even more traumatizing than the underlying sexual assault.      

In cases before the Inter-American Court, victims often request reparations in the form of compensation or

psycho-social support. Instead, Brisa chose to ask that the State take concrete steps towards improving the

situation of sexual violence in Bolivia. In a bold move, her legal team asked for speci�c changes to Bolivia’s

legislation, including revisions to the current rape law, which requires a showing of “violence or intimidation” to

prove the crime of rape. The team also requested that the statute of limitations for rape be eliminated and for the

State to enact new laws that speci�cally target crimes of sexual violence within the family. During the hearing, the

judges asked many questions to better understand these proposed legislative reforms, which suggested an

openness to these measures.

Elizabeth Solander, Diego Durán de la Vega, Shayda Vance, Alex Bedrosyan and Alyssa Johnson represented De

Angulo at the hearing, which took place on March 29 and 30. Vance and Johnson delivered part of the oral

argument, while Durán de la Vega questioned the Commission’s expert witness and delivered the rebuttal to

Bolivia’s oral argument. The court is expected to issue a decision later this year.

Equality Now has published a press release on the case, and the hearing can be viewed on YouTube.
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