
Hughes Hubbard Lands Former 
CIA Case Officer

Kevin Carroll, who was at Wiggin and Dana, said he hopes much of his existing client base 
will make the move with him.

What You Need to Know

• Kevin Carroll joins Hughes Hubbard's white-

collar and regulatory defense and anti-corruption 

investigations practice.

• Carroll was an associate at the firm before being 

called up to active military duty in 2002.

• He is a former government attorney and CIA case 

officer who brings a unique background to the role.

Hughes Hubbard & Reed has hired former CIA case 

officer and government attorney Kevin Carroll from 

Wiggin and Dana. He joins Hughes Hubbard’s white-

collar and regulatory defense and anti-corruption 

and internal investigations practices in Washington, 

D.C., and New York, the firm said Tuesday.  

“He has a unique Rolodex,” said Kevin Abikoff, 

co-chair of the firm’s anti-corruption and inter-

nal investigations practice group. “He has a very 

unique set of contacts that we would never have 

access to: Joint chiefs, generals, retired military 

personnel on company boards. You may be able to 

get their phone numbers, but Kevin has a very dif-

ferent relationship with these people built on trust 

that we fully expect will be an incredible opportu-

nity for him and for the firm.”

Carroll began his legal career at Hughes Hubbard 

before being called up to active military duty in 

Afghanistan in 2002. 

“There is nothing we like better than bringing 

someone like Kevin home,” Abikoff said. “He 

started off as a Hughes Hubbard lawyer and was 

very well regarded. We have had nothing but the 

greatest respect for him.”

Carroll had a similar sentiment regarding return-

ing to Hughes Hubbard.
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Kevin Carroll, partner with Hughes Hubbard.



“It’s an opportunity to return home,” he said. 
“They were very good about me being motivated 
to fight in Afghanistan. I have admired the things 
they have done over the years.”

Personal history aside, Carroll said that the “oppor-
tunity to bring the assets of an international firm to 
my clients was something I was eager to take.”

Carroll has a unique background for a partner in 
a Big Law firm. He joined the military after college 
and spent six months at Hughes Hubbard in late 
2001 to early 2002 before being deployed. 

He then became a CIA case officer serving in 
the Middle East before becoming senior counsel for 
the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on 
Homeland Security.

After a stint at Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & 
Sullivan, he was senior counselor to the secretary 
for the Department of Homeland Security under 
John Kelly.

He spent the last three years as a partner at 
Wiggin and Dana’s litigation department and 
leader of the firm’s national security and congres-
sional investigations practice.  

Carroll maintains a rank of colonel in the U.S. 
Army Reserve and holds various top-secret clearances. 

Carroll said he “hopes” that much of his existing 
client base will make the move with him and that 
he is going to be both looking to expand his book 
of business as well as deepen the relationships with 
current Hughes Hubbard clients. 

He feels he can accomplish the latter in part 
because of the training he received while working 
for the CIA. 

“One of the things the CIA trains you to do 
is really think holistically about people’s prob-
lems,” he said. “Really try and think ahead and  
look around corners and deal with them as peo-
ple. Try and see what is in their long-term best 
interest.”

He said his background as an intelligence officer 
allows him to have a slightly “different optic” on 
anti-corruption cases and some “additional con-
text on compliance issues in the national security 
field,” both of which he hopes to put in play while 
at Hughes Hubbard. 

Carrol’s hire comes roughly two months after 
Hughes Hubbard hired former U.S Attorney 
Kenyen Brown to the same practice.

A request for comment from Wiggins and Dana 
was not immediately returned.
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