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Japan Practice



Overview
Hughes Hubbard has a long history of 

representing Japanese companies and 

financial institutions. We have protected 

their interests in disputes and government 

investigations, advised them on major 

transactions, and partnered with them 

to further their business objectives. 

Through our experience, we have come 

to understand Japanese business practices 

and culture, and we represent Japanese 

companies in a way that is compatible with 

the way they work.

To further our Japanese practice, we 

maintain a presence in Tokyo that is 

supported by highly credentialed attorneys 

from all of our offices, including lawyers 

who have lived and worked in Japan 

and speak Japanese. Our success in 

assisting Japanese clients with their most 

sophisticated extraterritorial and multi-

jurisdictional matters reflects this team-

based approach. 

We also pride ourselves on our ability to 

work with Japanese law firms to bring 

the best possible service and results to 

our clients efficiently and cost-effectively. 

Many of our matters involve multiple 

law firms working together in the client’s 

best interest, and our ability to work well 

with others has long been a defining 

characteristic of our firm. 

Selected Representations
Sojitz Aerospace Corp. 
We won a sweeping victory for Sojitz’s New 

York subsidiary in a complex arbitration brought 

by Goodrich Corporation. The arbitration panel 

rejected all of Goodrich’s claims, granted Sojitz’s 

counterclaims and awarded Sojitz the cost and 

expenses of the arbitration.

Marubeni Corp. 
In what was regarded as one of the largest FCPA 

enforcement actions in U.S. history, Hughes 

Hubbard successfully resolved bribery charges for 

our client, Marubeni Corp.

Nikon Inc. 
Among other matters, we obtained an extremely 

favorable settlement for Nikon in litigation arising 

out of the bankruptcy case of Circuit City. We also 

successfully represented Nikon as co-chair of the 

creditors committee in the bankruptcy cases of 

Penn Camera and Ritz Camera.

Isetan Company Limited
We successfully steered Isetan through a high-

profile Chapter 11 restructuring of Barneys New 

York, as well as related litigation and arbitration. 

We obtained a multimillion-dollar judgment 

against the individual owners of Barneys and 

achieved a result for Isetan that was widely hailed 

as a major victory.

Chugai Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. 
We represented this Japanese pharmaceutical 

company in a complex multibillion-dollar 

transaction involving the U.S. law aspects of its 

sale of a 50.1% interest to F. Hoffmann-La Roche 

Ltd. and the spin-off to the shareholders of its U.S. 

subsidiary.

Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi
We represented five of the world’s major 

banks, including Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi, 

as administrative agents in six separate 

syndicated facilities aggregating over $3.3 billion 

in connection with a corporate restructuring 

by a Latin American industrial group.

Mizuho Bank 
We represented Mizuho in connection with a 

$1 billion bilateral loan to an integrated energy 

company in Brazil.

Auto Parts Investigations
We achieved successful results for our Japanese 

clients in the U.S. Department of Justice 

criminal antitrust investigations. In resolving 

a four-year investigation of an auto parts 

manufacturer, we obtained a near record-

setting cooperation discount. In six 

other investigations, we helped eight 

senior executives, who were targets 

of the DOJ investigations, avoid 

indictment and public association 

with the investigations.


