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Helping Côte d'Ivoire Become West Africa’s 

Energy Leader

Hughes Hubbard is advising the government of 

Côte d'Ivoire on the negotiation of concession 

agreements for the financing, design, 

construction, and operation of a series of power 

plants as part of a strategic plan to develop the 

country’s energy capacity. The projects are part 

of the government’s plan to increase national 

electricity production to 4,000 megawatts 

by 2020 while diversifying its energy mix and 

enabling it to export power to neighboring 

countries.

Revolutionizing Guinea’s Public Transport 

Infrastructure

The firm advised Guinea’s transport ministry in 

the negotiation and drafting of a $200 million 

construction agreement with Turkey’s Albayrak 

Group to build a 22km Metrobus line in Conakry. 

Building Gabon’s Telecommunications 

Backbone

Hughes Hubbard advised the government 

of Gabon on a PPP project for the country’s 

submarine and national fiber optic network, 

including the operation, maintenance, and 

marketing of the National Backbone and the 

operation and maintenance of the Africa Coast to 

Europe (ACE) submarine fiber optic network.

Facilitating Burkina Faso’s Liftoff

The firm is advising the government of Burkina 

Faso on the construction and concession of the 

new Ouagadougou-Donsin airport, including 

the completion, management, operation, 

maintenance, renewal, and development of  

the airport.

Infrastructure Projects/ 

Public-Private Partnerships (PPP)

The World’s  

fastest-growing 

economies are African. 

As these economies mature, 

corporations, sovereigns, and 

other organizations conducting 

business on the continent require 

sophisticated counsel to ensure 

compliance, structure deals 

appropriately, and defend their 

interests in disputes. 

Hughes Hubbard’s long experience 

in Africa makes the firm an ideal 

partner during this period of 

rapid growth. We are fluent in the 

languages and traditions of Africa’s 

legal and business communities. 

Increasingly, stakeholders select 

our attorneys to provide counsel 

to the projects, deals, and ventures 

reshaping the continent.

Our recent work highlights our 

diverse Africa experience.
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Trade Finance

Securing Financing for Mali’s Cotton Success

The firm acted as counsel to a group of 17 local 

African and offshore banks led by BNP Paribas 

(Suisse) and Banque de Développement du Mali 

in the negotiation and documentation of a €240 

million commodity financial facility to Compagnie 

Malienne pour le Développement des Textiles 

(CMDT), the Malian state-controlled company 

that produces and exports Mali's cotton. 

Driving Private-sector Development 

in Côte d'Ivoire

Hughes Hubbard advised the African 

Development Bank (AfDB), one of the continent’s 

largest lending institutions, in connection with a 

two-year, €200 million credit facility for Sucres 

& Denrées Côte d'Ivoire. The company used the 

loan to expand its pre-financing arrangements 

with cooperatives and local suppliers in Côte 

d'Ivoire’s cocoa sector. The deal, which also 

helped promote private-sector development 

in the country, marked the first time AfDB had 

structured this type of financing.

Sovereign Finance

The firm advised the Government of Guinea 

on the financing granted by Industrial and 

Commercial Bank of China and other Chinese 

banks for the construction of the Coyah-Mamou-

Dabola national road, including the credit 

insurance provided by the Chinese export credit 

agency Sinosure.

Energy Finance

Hughes Hubbard advised the Kosmos Energy 

group on the granting of security over oil assets 

in Senegal, Mauritania, and Equatorial Guinea to 

guarantee the extension of a $1.5 billion loan.

Mining

Hughes Hubbard advises Orano (formerly 

Areva) on the negotiation of numerous mining 

concession agreements.

Corporate Transactions

Facilitating Private Investment in Africa

The firm has served as legal advisor to Kuramo 

Capital Management LLC in the formation of four 

investment funds totaling almost $400 million 

that are targeted at institutional investors focused 

on alternative assets in emerging and frontier 

markets. The Kuramo Africa Opportunity Fund III 

and Kuramo Africa Opportunity Co-Investment 

Fund III, the two most recent funds, raised $60 

million to be invested in private equity and hedge 

funds that invest directly in businesses in  

sub-Saharan Africa.

The firm advised a consortium of investors led 

by Amethis Finance and The EuroMena Funds 

in relation to an equity investment in a leading 

Nigerian manufacturer of tissue paper products 

via an offshore holding company. 

Hughes Hubbard has also advised the 

governments of Congo, Guinea, Zaire, and 

other African nations on the privatization 

or partial privatization of state-owned 

assets in the transportation, petroleum, and 

telecommunications sectors. 

Arbitration

Representing Sovereigns in Dispute Resolution

The firm’s commercial and investment-treaty 

arbitration practices have experience representing 

both private entities and States in disputes 

involving African nations, both as counsel  

and arbitrator. 

The firm represents an African State in an ICSID 

arbitration arising out of a port concession 
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agreement between the State and a private 

logistics company. 

The firm represented another African State in an 

ICC commercial arbitration based on a contract 

concluded between its telecommunications 

regulator and a private entity. 

Energy

Hughes Hubbard led Orano (formerly Areva) to 

a resounding victory in an arbitration, which was 

initiated over a joint venture to mine uranium in 

the Central African Republic. The International 

Chamber of Commerce Court of Arbitration in 

Paris ruled unanimously in favor of Areva. 

Development Banks

The firm serves as counsel to the West African 

Development Bank in relation to financial 

operations, fund structuring, and securitization.

Hughes Hubbard is also counsel to the World 

Bank in relation to several missions in Africa.

Compliance

Combatting Global Corruption

Hughes Hubbard’s Anti-Corruption and Internal 

Investigations practice group has helped 

numerous multinational companies in the 

construction, engineering, mining, banking and 

petroleum industries (among others) ensure that 

the companies’ business operations maintain 

appropriate safeguards against corruption, 

especially with regard to projects carried out in 

African jurisdictions.

Hughes Hubbard attorneys have extensive 

experience in conducting global compliance risk 

assessments, internal investigations, business 

partner reviews and anti-corruption due diligence 

for their clients’ operations in Africa.  

They also assist companies in the development 

and implementation of compliance training 

and programs.

Hughes Hubbard has also successfully 

represented clients in investigations and/or 

proceedings before international institutions, 

such as in connection with World Bank, African 

Development Bank and Asian Development Bank 

inquiries relating to activities in Africa. 

• The firm has assisted for several years 

a multinational supermajor oil and gas 

company in connection with a variety of 

compliance activities throughout Africa, 

including in conducting proactive compliance 

reviews in countries such as Angola, Congo, 

Gabon, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa  

and Tanzania.

• Hughes Hubbard has assisted for several years 

a multinational oilfield services company 

in connection with numerous compliance 

reviews and third-party due diligence activities 

in countries throughout Africa, including in 

Algeria, Angola, Ghana, Mozambique  

and Nigeria.

• The firm recently assisted a Chinese state-

owned infrastructure company in adopting 

a compliance program to cover their 

operations in Africa under the supervision 

of the African Development Bank and an 

independent compliance monitor.

• Hughes Hubbard assisted a mid-sized 

infrastructure company in conducting 

compliance audits of its operations in 

Uganda and Tanzania in connection with 

obligations under a debarment by the African 

Development Bank.

Contact our attorneys 
to learn how Hughes 
Hubbard can help 
facilitate your African 
project’s success.


