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ANGULO LOSADA: A VICTORY TO CONTINUE IN THE FIGHT 
 
Diego Duran de la Vega, attorney for Brisa de Angulo Losada in the proceedings before the 
Inter-American Human Rights Court that resulted in the declaration of Bolivia’s international 
responsibility for human rights violations. 

 
“The Inter-American Court is an exclusive forum because the Inter-American Commission does 
not have the necessary resources to address every complaint it receives year after year, they 
have to be selective. Brisa is aware of how fortunate she is to have been able to take her case 
before the Court, not all girls in Bolivia and the world are able to do that, which was the driving 
force behind her fight.” 

 
Based on your participation in the process before the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights (IACHR), what message would you give to girls and women victims of sexual 
violence, and victims of the administration of justice in Bolivia? 

 
I share with you the message we shared with Brisa and the team the day we learned the content 
of the Judgment, that thanks to her courage and that of her family in advancing this process 
forward for more than twenty years, the world today is better than it was yesterday. This struggle 
of suffering, loss and effort concluded in a judgment that establishes clear lines as to the 
standards that must be implemented in Bolivia, the region and the world, it is unprecedented 
with respect to cases of sexual violence suffered by children and adolescents. To them, to their 
families, I would say that this is a moment for celebration because today we have more ways to 
continue promoting the complete protection of human rights. 

 
Why is it important to insist on the implementation of a gendered perspective and 
intersectionality in all areas, but especially in the administration of justice? 

 
It is important because it is the universal standard today; the objective of protection that we must 
all seek. On the one hand, it is an aspiration, but it is also a norm that must be complied with and 
that is what is important about the judgment, since it establishes standards with which 
governments must comply, it makes clear what must not be done or allowed to happen. The task 
is to implement protocols, guidelines and laws, not only in light of the interpretations and 
provisions of this judgment, but in all international obligations that Bolivia committed to as a 
state when they signed a series of international human rights treaties. 

 
How was the process before the IACHR? Did you find an impartial tribunal to which 
it was possible to present independent arguments? 

 
It is very important to understand that, on the one hand, Brisa's fight was first carried out at the 
national level. It began 22, 23 years ago, and today the process is still ongoing because no final 
determination has been reached to bring the perpetrator to justice, to date there is no sentence in 
Bolivia. 

 
From the time the process was initiated before the IACHR until this Judgment was obtained, 13 
years elapsed, of which 8 or 9 were before the IACHR and four were before the Inter-American 
Court. 
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Brisa, before the Inter-American Court, made it very clear that she was not asking for economic 
reparations for herself or her family, despite the fact that advancing the process forward for 22, 
23 years, first at the national level and then before the IACHR, had a significant cost, even 
though our legal assistance was pro bono. Brisa asked the Inter-American Court to focus on 
guarantees of non-repetition, because what she wants is for what she experienced to never 
happen again. This request was respected by the Inter-American Court and had an important 
impact when the guarantees were established. 

 
Do you think that Brisa's account before the Inter-American Court was re-victimizing? If 
no, then what are the reasons and how does it differ from the accounts before the State? 

 
Undoubtedly, every time Brisa has to tell her story she runs the risk of being re-victimized, but 
this was not the case in the process before the Inter-American Court because of the outcome that 
was gained. What Brisa was asking for was to be heard and to give meaning to all her suffering, 
to be given an answer, and this is the Judgment that was achieved. 

 
Brisa's experience before the IACHR was revitalizing because she was protected, her gender was 
respected and everything that was ignored so many years ago in Bolivia was taken into account. 
She received the respect she had not been given because every time she went before the Bolivian 
justice system she was mistreated, violated, questioned, affected and re-victimized. 

 
The impact is not only for those who have gone through or are going through a similar situation, 
but also an encouragement for everyone to continue the fight. This Judgment is part of the 
jurisprudence that can be cited immediately for the fulfillment of the obligations of Bolivia and 
all States. 

 
What are the main aspects of the Judgment that stand out? Do you think that it 
prefigures structural changes? 

 
Definitely, they are very important and imply structural changes because reforms must be made; 
Bolivia is mandated to make specific changes to their criminal legislation, for example, to adapt 
the criminal offense of rape to be centered on consent, that is, whether there was consent or not, 
the rest does not matter and, in addition, to establish the circumstances in which the person 
cannot give consent; a person who is subject to a relationship of subordination or power cannot 
give consent. Another task that Bolivia has is to eliminate the criminal offense of statutory rape 
because it is idle and based on discriminatory stereotypes against women and furthermore, it is 
instructed to eliminate incest as an aggravating circumstance of rape and establish it as an 
autonomous criminal offense so that it is clear to explain that incest is a crime. All these 
measures established by the Inter-American Court in the Judgment are significant, but it is worth 
noting that Bolivia was ordered to develop a plan for comprehensive sex education for minors, 
based on human rights principles. 

 


